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A Study of the Russian Verbs of Motion
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Abstract

This paper studies verbs of motion in Russian Language. Differences of the
usages in different Russian verbs of motion are described. This study also
analyses the way, in which the Russian verbs of motion are evolved by adding
prefixes to the existing verbs, with the example sentences. As the study focuses
on the most commonly used Russian verbs of motion, it can be beneficial for the
Myanmar learners of Russian language.
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Introduction

Many languages are used all over the world. Each language has its own
grammar system. There is no language without grammar rules. People use
languages to communicate with one another. Therefore, languages are essential in
communication. Then it becomes important for the people to understand the
grammar system of a language. Every grammar has rules. Grammar plays an
important role to make a sentence. In Russian grammar, the verbs of motion play
an important role and it is necessary to understand the usage of verbs of motion to
be able to use Russian language communicatively.

Aim
The aim of this research paper is to present the verbs of motion in Russian

Language in order to support the Russian language learners to be able to use
Russian language effectively.

Research Method

Data were collected from Russian dictionaries and the Grammar text books
such as “RUSSIAN in EXERCISES”, “Very Simple Russian for Beginners”, “All
Purposes Russian for Adults”, “A Practical Grammar with Exercise”, “Russian for
Beginners”, “Conjugation of Russian verbs”, “I'pammaruka Pycckoro SI3pika B
VYapaxuenusx 1 Kommenrapusx”. In this study, the Russian verbs of motions are
presented in comparison with English equivalents of the same types by using a
descriptive survey method.

Research Questions
(1) What are the most commonly used verbs of motion in Russian language?
(2) What are the usages of these Russian verbs of motion?

(3) How is the understanding of the usage of Russian verbs of motion necessary in
learning Russian language?

Literature Review
The verbs of motion in Russian language include verbs used to describe
"going on foot" and "going by a type of vehicle”, and their use in the context is
different based on the tenses such as present, past and future. When prefixes are
added to the beginning of the verbs of motion, their meaning becomes varied.
(Pulkina, 1999) In Mandalay University of Foreign Languages, there were Master
Degree Theses and Bachelor Degree Final Year Projects in Russian Language.
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These papers are about sentence construction, conjunction, adjectives and other
grammatical issues. However, this research paper is different from these papers, as
this paper studies about verbs of motion.

Verbs of Motion

Grammar plays an important role in every language. The verb is very
important in the construction of the sentence. Among Russian verbs of motion,
there is a small class of verbs which have certain peculiarities in their use. These
verbs characterize the same movement in different ways. The same motion may be
expressed by two imperfective verbs formed from different stems.

1. Unidirectional verbs and Multidirectional verbs
Verbs of motion can be classified as follows:
(A) Unidirectional verbs
(B) Multidirectional verbs
(A) Unidirectional verbs

Unidirectional Verbs denote a movement in a single definite direction.
They are called verbs of definite motion.

Some commonly used unidirectional verbs in Russian language are as
follows:

1. uaru - to go (on foot)

2. exaTh - to go (by a vehicle)

3. BecTH - to lead

4. HecTtH - to carry (in the hand )
5. nereTh - to fly

6. 6exaTh -to run

7. TUIBITh - to swim, to sail

8. Bestn - to carry (by a vehicle)

Examples:
- yTpOM CTYACHTBHI HAYT B YHUBCPCUTCT.
In the morning students go to university.

- OceHbI0 IITUIBI JIETAT Ha 0T

In autumn the birds fly to the south.
- Jletu OeryT crona.
The children are running here.
(B) Multidirectional verbs

Multidirectional verbs denote a movement not in a single definite
direction, but in many different directions (possibly at intervals). They are called
verbs of indefinite motion.
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Verbs of indefinite motion may denote a movement in two directions —
there and back.

They are also used in the past tense to denote a movement there and back which
occurred only once. They are used to describe action in general, or capacity for
action.

Some commonly used multidirectional verbs in Russian language are as
follows:

1. X01UTh - to go (on foot)

2. €3/IUTh - to go (by transport)
3. BOJUTH - to lead

4. HOCHTH - to carry (in the hand)
5. neraTh - to fly

6. berathb -torun

7. IaBaTh - to swim, to sail

8. BO3uTh - to carry (in a vehicle)

Examples:
- JleTu uenblil AeHb 0erarT BO JABOPE.
The children are running about in the yard the whole day.
- [ITH1IBl 1I€TAKOT , KPYXKAThCS HAZl 03EPOM.
The birds are flying, circling over the lake.

- Jletom MBI KaKJIbli IEHb 0eraemM Ha peuKy KylnaThCs.

In summer we run to the river to bathe every day.
- CeronmHs s XoauJ B OUOIHOTEKY.
Today | went to the library.
- OH xXopo1I0 MJIaBaeT.
He swims well.
2. Imperfective Verbs from Verbs of Motion
This class of verbs of motion also includes the following imperfective verbs:

Group | Group 1l

Opectu Opoauth - to roam
JE€3Th nasuth - to climb
rHATh rousTte - to drive
TaIIUTh tTackath - to drag
HOJI3TH nom3ath - to crawl

The verb of indefinite motion 6poauts to roam differs from other verbs of
motion in that it cannot denote a movement there and back; it denotes an action
without any specific direction:
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Example :
- MbI 10Jir0 OpOANIIN TIO JIECY.
We roamed the wood for a long time.
3. Verb ""to go (on Foot)"
"To go" has two types: to go (on foot) and to go (by a vehicle).
Verb "to go (on Foot") - 1. uaru
2. XOIUTh
3. ot
3.1. uaru —to go (on foot)
(a) The following conjugations are used in the Present Tense.

s (1) uay
ThI (YOU) 1791 (31113
on/ona (he/she) UaeT
MBI (We) uaém
BHI (YOU) nnére
onu (they) UayT

(b) These verbs are usually used in the Past Tense. It is suggested that two
actions have been done simultaneously.

I He You( singular) én
I She You( singular ) 1ia
We They You( plural ) IILTH

Examples:
- Korna s méa B kiHO, sl BCTpETUIIa CBOETo Apyra.

When | went to the cinema, | met my friend.

3. 2. xoauts —t0 go (on foot)

(a) These conjugations are used in the Present Tense in the five situations:
usually, always, sometimes, every and often.

s (1) XOXKY
ThI (YOU) XOIUIIIb
on/ona (he/she) XOIUT
MBI (We) XOIUM
BbI (YOU) XOJUTe
onu (they) XOJIAT

Examples:

—  Kaxnplii 1eHb 5 X0:KY B YHUBEPCHUTET.
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Everyday | go to the university.
— 5l 9acTo X0Q:KY Ha 1O4TYy.

| often go to the post office.
— OH 00bIYHO XOAHUT B Oyder.

He usually goes to the buffet.
- Ona Bcerga X0aAuT B OMOIHOTEKY.

She always goes to the library.
- Mkl HHOT/Ja X0AMM B Teatp.

We sometimes go to the theater.

191

(b) The following verb forms are used in a circumstance when the action

has been done.

I He You( singular ) XOJTHIT
I She You( singular ) XOJIHJIa
We They You( plural ) XOJTUITH

Examples:

- Buepa g x0auj B yHUBEPCUTET.
Yesterday | went to the university.

- Buepa oHa X0amMJia B yHUBEPCUTET.
Yesterday she went to the university.

- B BockpeceHbe MbI X0MJIM B Mara3uH.
On Sunday we went to the store.

3.3. moiitu —to go (on foot)

(a) moiiT; - to go - These conjugations are used in the Future Tense.

s (1) 100} 9IN
ThI (YOU) ()7 01(111 9
on/ona (he/she) oM IET
MbI (We) o IEM
BbI (YOU) noiaére
onu (they) HOUYT

Examples:

- 3aBTpa g mOMAY B Teatp.

Tomorrow | will go and see movie.

(b) These verbs are used in past tense when two actions have been done or

happened one after another.
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I He You( singular ) TOMIEN
I She You( singular ) ToIILIa
We They You( plural ) TOTILITN

Examples:
- Ilocne 3aBTpaka oH moméa B 6UOINOTEKY.

After having breakfast, he went to the library.
- Korpga ona Hanucana e€ maTepu, OULIA K MOJPYTE.
After she had written a letter to her mother, she went to her friend.
- [locne ’3x3aMeHa OHM MO B KMHO.
After sitting for the exam, they went to the cinema.
4. Verb to go (by vehicle)
Verb to go (by vehicle)- 1. exatpb
2. e31UTh
3. moexarhb
4.1. exath — t0 go (by vehicle)
(a) These conjugations are used in the Present Tense.

s (1) eny
TbI (YOU) eelllb
on/ona (he/she) eneT
MBI (We) eneM
BbI (YOU) enere
onu (they) enyT

Examples:
— MEI e1eM Ha 3aBOJI.

We are going to the factory.

(b) exats — to go -These verbs are usually used in the Past Tense. They
are used in past tense when two actions have been done simultaneously.

I He You( singular) exai

I She You( singular) exaina
We They You( plural ) exan
Examples:

- 51 exaJ B KMHO B BOKPECCHLE, a OH €XaJl B TCaTp.

| was driving to a movie on Sunday, and he was driving to a

theater.
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- Korga ona exaJia Ha nouty, IIEJ JOXKIb.
When she went to the post office, it was raining.
- Korga mMbl exaJiu B yHUBEPCUTET, HO OHU €XaJIM B MapK.
When we went to the university, they went to the park.
4.2 e3quthb — to go (by vehicle)
(a) These conjugations are used in the Present Tense in the five situations:

usually, always, sometimes, every and often.

s (1) €32KY
ThI (YOU) €3I 1Ib
on/ona (he/she) e3/UT
Mol (We) €3/IJUM
BBI (YOU) e31MTe
onu (they) e31AT

Examples:

- Kaxnoe yTpo s €3y B IIKOJTY.

Every morning I go to the school.
- Thl yacTO €3AMIIIbL B MarasuH.
You often go to the store.
- OH 00BIYHO €3AUT B TOPO/I.
He usually goes to town.
— MBpI Bcerzia €31MM Ha MouTy.
We always go to the post office.
- OnHu UHOT 1A €35T B Ca/l.

They sometimes go to the garden.

(b) The following verbs are used to talk about a circumstance, which has
been done or happened already.

I He You( singular) €3IHIT
I She You( singular) e3amiIa
We They You( plural ) €3 IHIIH

Examples:

- B npouutom mecsue oH e3auia B JIoHI0H.
Last month he travelled to London.
- B BoCKkpeceHbe OHa e311J1a B JIEPEBHIO.

On Sunday she went to the village.
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- Ber e3amum Tyna Ha aBToOyce.
You went there by bus.
4.2 moexartpb — to go ( by transport)
(a) moiiT; - to go - These conjugations are used in the Future Tense.

s (1) noeny
ThI (YOU) noeenb
on/ona (he/she) noeaeT
MBI (We) noeaemM
BHI (YOU) noejere
onu (they) OeIyT

Examples:
— 3aBTpa MBI [I0€/IEM HA CTAUOH.

Tomorrow we will go to the stadium.

(b) moexats — These verbs are used in past tense when two actions have
been done or happened one after another.

I He You (singular) noexan
I She You (singular) moexasa
We They You ( plural ) noexaiu

Examples:

- JleToM mocIe SKCKypCHH 5 0€XAJI B IEPEBHIO.

In the summer, after going on the excursion, | went to the village.

- KOFI[a OHa cJajia 5K3aMCHBI, MOE€XaJia )XUTh Yy pO,Z[PITCJ'ICfI Ha

poauny.
After she had passed the exam, she went home to live with her
parents.
-B MIpOoUUIOM MECAIC OHU BEPHYIIUCH U3 HapI/I)Ka, a II0TOM HoexaJiu
Ha pOAUHY.

Last month, they returned from Paris, and went home back.

5. Difference between (maru) and (xoauTs)

5.1 Verbs of Motion with Prefixes Imparting the Meaning of the Beginning
or End of Action or Limitation of Action in Time

No | Imperfective | Prefix | Perfective | Imperfective
Verbs Verbs Verbs

1 uaru -to go BBI BBIITHU BBIXOJIUTD to go out
XOJUTH-10 gO

2 uatu -t0go |y Viitu VYxoautpb To go away
xouTh-t0 go
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No | Imperfective | Prefix | Perfective | Imperfective
Verbs Verbs Verbs
3 uara -t0 go | mpu [Ipuiitn [Tpuxonute | To come
XO0auTh-10 gO
4 uaru -to go | Ilepe | Ilepeiitu | Ilepexomuts | TO Cross
XOoIuTh-10 gO
5 uaru -t0 go | 3a 3aiitn 3axoIuTh To call
XOoIuTh-10 gO
6 uaru -t0 go | Bo Boiitn Bxoanth To go into
XOoauTh-10 gO
7 uaru -to go | Co Coiitn Cxonuthb To come down from
XOIuTh-10 go
8 uaru -0 go | B3(Bc) | B3oiitu Bexoauts Togoup
XOIuTh-10 go
9 unra -to0 go | [logo | [Momoiite | [ToaxoauTs To
X0auTh-t0 gO pproching)
10 |warm -togo | Pas Pasoiitucs | Pacxoautses | To go (from one
X0IUTh-t0 gO point to different
directions)
11 |wuamm -togo | Ot Orolitn OTXOIHUTH To step aside from
X0uTh-t0 go | (0TO) (to depart)
12 |wuatm -t0Qgo | co Coiitucs Coxoautecst | To come (from
X0auTh-t0 gO different directions
to one point)
13 | uatu -togo | Jlo Jotitu JloxoauTh To reach(up to a
X0uTh-t0 gO definite place)
14 | uatu -to go | IIpo [Mpoiitu [Mpoxoauts | TO go past / through /
X0auTh-t0 gO over a definite
distance
15 | untu -togo | obo O06oiitn O0x0auTH To go round
XOJUTh-10 gO
16 | martu -to go | mo [TotiTn [ToxoauTh To start going
XOJUTH-10 gO

6. Prefixes of VVerbs of motion

When a prefix denoting direction is added to the verb of definitive motion,
the new word becomes perfective. Aspect pairs are formed by adding prefixes to
verbs of definite and indefinite motion.

No | Imperfective | Prefix Perfective Imperfective Meaning
Verbs Verbs Verbs
1. | bexarp —t0 Bui BriGexats Bri6erath To run out
run Y Yo6exars Yo6erathb To run
berats 10 run IIpu | IIpubexatp [Tpuberatsb away
Ilepe | IlepeGexath [Tepeberatp To come
running
3a 3abexarh 3aberathb
To cross
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No | Imperfective | Prefix Perfective Imperfective Meaning
Verbs Verbs Verbs
running
Todrop in
2. | Jleretp —to fly | Bt Bruterets Bruterats To fly out
Jleratp —to fly |V VYiererb VYnerarpb To fly away
[Ipu | [lpunerers [Ipunerats To come
ITepe | Ilepenererh [Tepenerars flying
3a 3anereThb 3anerartb TO.CrOSS
flying
To fly in
3. |Exarp—togo | Bm Briexats Briesxats To go out
Ezmute-togo |V VYexatp Vesxarb To go away
I[Ipu | [Ipuexath [Tpuesxarb To come
[Iepe | Ilepeexathb ITepeesxatp To cross
3a 3aexaTh 3ae3xarhb To call on
4. | Ilmerte —to Boi BoITIbITE BeimibiBaTh To swim
swim v VIUIbITh YuibiBaTh out
[TnaBatp-to n To swim
. pu [TpunisITh [IpuribiBaTh
Swim away
[Iepe | IlepenubITh [lepennbiBaTh
P P P To come
3a 3aIUIbITh 3anabIBaTh swimming
To swim
across
5. | IlomTu —to Bor Brimonstu Brimonzate To crawl
crawl v Ynonztu VYnon3ate out
ITomzars — to n To crawl
pu [Tpunon3tu [Ipunonsate
crawl away
C Cnomstu Cnonzarb
To come
3a 3amnon3tu 3amoin3arh crawling
To crawl
down
To crawl in
6. | Bestu-to carry | Ber BriBestu BriBo3uTH To carry
(by a vehicle) v YBe3tn YBo3uTH out
BognTI’-to. carry IIpu IIpusestu IIpuBo3uTh To carry
(by a vehicle) away
C Cse3tu CBo3uTh .
To bring
3a 3aBe3Tu 3aBO3UTH

To carry
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No | Imperfective | Prefix Perfective Imperfective Meaning
Verbs Verbs Verbs
down
To bring
7. | Bectu-tolead | Bur Beiectu BeiBoauTh To take out
Bomurts-to lead | ¥V VBectu VBOUTH To take
[Ipn [IpuBectn IIpuBoauTh away
C CsectH CBoauTh To bring
3a 3aBectu 3aBOIUTE To lead
down
To lead (to
some
remote
place)
8. | Hecru- to Brr Brirectn BeiHOCHTB To carry
carry in the Y YHecTn YHoCUTE out
hands T
n 0 H 0 carry
pu pUHECTH PHUHOCHUTH
Hocwurts - to away
carry in the C Cuectn CHocHUTh To bring
hands 3a 3anectu 3aHOCHUTE
To carry
down
To bring
9. | I'marp-to drive | Ber Beirnats BeiroHATH To drive
T'onars-to Y VYrHaTh YToHITE out
drive [Ipu [Ipurnars [Ipurounsars To drive
away
C Coruars Crousrs .
To bring
3 3 3 .
a arHaTthb aroHATH To drive off
To drive in

7. The Use of verbs of motion with prefixes in sample sentences

To make the meaning clearer, Aurorosa (2006) explained the use of verbs
of motion with prefixes by using pictures. In the following sample sentences, these
pictures are used for clear interpretation.

No

Prefixes

Verbs

Sentences

1.

[Ipu-

Nnru-to go
Exarn-t0 gO

OH npuéJa B
WHCTUTYT.

He came to the
university.

OH mpuexaJ B
Mockay.

He came to
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No

Prefixes

Verbs

Sentences

Moscow.

[Ton-
(momo)-

Hnru- to go
berartn-to run

O mojomén x
TOBapHILY.

He approached
his friend.

O moaberan k
OKHY.

He ran to the
window.

Wnru- to go
Exatb-to go
away

OH ymiéa u3
YHUBEPCHUTETA.
He left the
university.

OH yexaJj oT
TOBApULIA.

He left his
comrade.

Hnru- to go
IlnaBaTe-
To swim away

OH oTomIéa OT
TOBapHIIA.

He was away
from his
companion.

OH oTILIBIBAJ
oT Oepera.

He sailed away
from shore.

Ho-

Nnru- to go
Berats-to run

On gowéna 10
YHUBEPCUTETA.
He used to go to
the university.
On poberaJj ao
peEKH.

He reached the
river.

Ilepe-

uaru -to go
XOIuTh-10 gO

OH nepeména
4epes Jopory.
He crossed the
road.

OH nepexoana
C IICPBOT'O KypcCa
Ha BTOPOM.

He passed from
the first year to
the second.

v

IIpo-

Hnru- to go
Exars-to go
away

On mpomén
MHUMO AoMa.

He walked past
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No Prefixes Verbs Sentences

the house.

On mpoexasn
MHUMO CTaHIUH.
He drove past
the station.

8. 3a- uaru -t0 go On 3améa B
XoauTh-t0 go MarasuH I10 —ﬂ\

JIOpOre IOMOM.
He went to the
store on his way
home.

9. B-(Bo-) uaru -to go On Bowiéa B
XoauTh-10 go JIOM. —
He entered the
house.

10. Bor uaru -to go Omna BbIlILIA U3
XoauTh-10 go aoMa. 4 5
She left the
house.

11. O- uartu -to go Omna o0onLIa
06- X0IuTh-t0 go BOKpYT JIOMa. T l

O06o- She walked
around the
house.

12. Pas- unru -to go Ona pa3onuia Pl
Pac- X0IuTh-t0 go 10 JOMaM . <—>
(pazo-) She went home. ~Na

13. C- unaru -to go OHa couwia co
(co-) X0UTh-10 g0 BTOPOTO 3TaXa.

She got off the l
second floor.

14. Bs- unru -to go OHa B301LIA HA T
Be- XoauTh-t0 go BTOPOH ATaX.

B3o- She went to the

second floor.

15. Ilo- unru -to go 51 Berai,
XOoauTh-10 gO ojencs,
M03aBTpaKall U
nomIéJ Ha —>
paborty.

I got up, got
dressed, ate
breakfast and
went to work.

Findings

Many Russian language learners find it difficult to understand the Russian
verbs of motion because of its complicated nature. In this research, three most
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common verbs of motions which are usually used to talk about going on foot; and
another three verbs of motions used to talk about by a type of transportation are
categorized separately with examples. The learner’s understanding of the usage of
Russian verbs of motion can help them construct grammatically correct sentences
in Russian language. To provide understanding more effectively to the learners
with more comprehensive explanation, the Russian verbs of motions are described
in comparison with English verbs.

Discussion

With well-organized explanation, the learners of Russian language are able
to gain an insight to the understanding of Russian verbs of motion in an easier and
effective way. Consequently, the learners will be able to construct grammatically
correct sentences when they express about motion and movement in Russian
language. Therefore, Russian language teachers should prepare lesson plans for
Russian verbs of motions very well and create as much exercises on these verbs as
they can, so that the learners can communicate effectively in Russian language.

Conclusion

In this research, it is found out that there are many variations of verbs of
motion, and they have different usages. There are past, present and future tenses. If
these phrases and various sentences are understood correctly, it is easier for the
learners to use the language. According to the findings of the present study, it can
be concluded that learners can understand the sentence constructions in Russian
language very well if they know the variations in the usages of verbs of motion in
Russian.
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